
 

2021 Bonus System 
Telluride Academy’s bonus system is based on a variety of factors and can pay out up to $500 at the end 

of the summer. All bonuses are given out at the discretion of the Administrative Team. The full $500 can 

be earned by accomplishing the tasks on this sheet. Money can be deducted for consistent tardiness, 

lost gear, late itineraries, incomplete evaluations, etc. At the end of the season, you will be sent a check 

with a write-up of the money that was earned and/or deducted. The bonus system can be broken up 

into four categories:  

 

1. Meetings and Clean Day 

All staff meetings and the end-of-season clean day are mandatory. 

4 All-Staff Meetings @ $35 each = $140 

End-of-Season Clean Day = $75 

Total: $215 

 

2. Availability 

All staff are expected to be available the entire summer unless otherwise discussed. If you are not 

available for a certain week when asked to work, money may be deducted from this section of the 

bonus. If you are available the entire summer, you are eligible to receive the full amount. 

Full availability = $100 

 

3. Itineraries 

Program itineraries are due on Fridays at noon. Money may be deducted from this section of the bonus 

for late or missing itineraries. If you turn in all itineraries on time, you are eligible to receive the full 

amount. 

Itineraries = $50 

 

 

 



 

4. Location-Based Activities 

In your personal time, visit one of the following locations and come up with two activities to do at that 

location. These activities should be unique to the location and involve an element of learning. Send 

Sophie a selfie or you at the location with a write up of your chosen activities. Visiting these locations 

with other instructors is encouraged, but everyone should send in different activity write-ups. You can 

do four of these for a total of $136, or $34/each. 

 

Location Options 

Wedding Site     Raley Property   Popek Property          

Alta Lakes/Wildboy   Trout/Priest Lake  Illium Boulders/Mary E CG   

Church Camp/Coal Chutes       Sheep Corrals   Bilk Creek          

RAT Trails    Boggy Draw   Thunder Trails          

Miramonte     Woods Lake   Ridgway State Park          

Top of the Pines   Down Valley Park  Elk Lake                             

Galloping Goose Trail   Bear Creek Trail   Jud Weibe Trail        

Ames     Whipple Meadows  Remine/Aldasoro/ Penelope’s     

Deep Creek Trail                                           Hope Lake                                       Lizard Head/ Cross Mountain       

House Creek                                                  Kokopelli Trails   

 

Location-Based Activities Example 

Location visited: Wedding Site 

Activity #1: Give students a lesson on reading a topographical map. Using the map, have the kids lead 

the way from town, up the Weibe and Owl Gulch trail to the Wedding Site. Stop at viewpoints along the 

way and have kids identify the peaks they see. Also have them identify the different streams along the 

route. When you arrive at the Wedding Site, give each student a large piece of paper and pencil and 

have them sketch a topo map of their surroundings.  

Activity #2: At sunset during the overnight, have the students paint a watercolor of the sky and journal 

about what they see. Wake up early the next morning and do the same thing at sunrise. Have them 

think about their journal entries and use them to inspire a haiku contest. Each student will write a haiku 

about their sunset / sunrise watching experience. Instructors will judge and the winner gets to lead the 

hike home. When you arrive back to campus, hang up all the paintings and poems as a little show for the 

parents.  

 

Final Breakdown: 

Staff Meetings: $35/each x 4 = $140 
End of Season Clean Day = $75 

Full Availability = $100 
Itineraries = $50 

Fun Finds = $34/each x 4 = $136 
 

TOTAL= $501 


