
Illium Guide 

To get from Telluride to Illium, travel the valley floor out of town to Society Turn. Stay straight 

at the roundabout. Take a left onto Illium Road (63L) exactly 2.6 miles from Society Turn. 

There are many locations off of the Illium road that are great for adventuring with kids. The 

following is a list of locations, activities, and notes to get you familiar with the area. 

 

1. Bilk Creek 

Directions + Parking: 

After turning left onto Illium Road, take your first right (.1 miles). The road will 

turn to dirt and there will be a fork in the road. Stay left at the fork. You will 

follow that road, cross over a bridge and at the end of the road is a large wooden 

gate. Hike past the wooden gate and onto the Bilk Creek trail. The climbing wall 

will be on your left. Park along the wooden fence. 

Activities:   

Rock Climbing: Hike about 2 minutes into the Bilk Creek trail and the large 

climbing wall will be around the bend on your left. The climbing director will set 

up traditional top rope climbs and a repel station from the top of the wall.  

Hiking: This is an easy trail that goes all the way up to Wilson Mesa. Lots of 

pretty aspen groves and meadows to play in.  

Notes: 

 The river here is raging during the early season and moves really fast. Be HYPER 

aware of kids playing by the river!! 

 Please do not play on the dirt hill on the left of the trail right before the climbing 

wall. 

 This goes without saying but ALWAYS practice LNT. TA’s permits at Bilk Creek are 

delicate and we will lose them if we don’t take great care of the property. 

 There a couple bridge crossings with big holes in them. Please be mindful of this 

when crossing kids across the bridges. 

 

 

 



2. Mary E Campground 

 

Directions + Parking:  

 

Turn left onto Illium road and travel exactly 1.4 miles. You will pass the sheriff’s 

station and Telluride Gravel. Mary E Campground will be on your right. Park at 

the gate and walk in with the kids. 

 Activities: 

This spot is great for general play. There are picnic tables, plenty of open space 

and a mellow river you can walk along and play in.  

 Notes: 

The campground is closed for overnight use so you cannot drive in. 

 

3. Illium Boulders 

Directions + Parking: 

Turn left onto Illium Road and travel exactly 1.5 miles. You will pass the sheriff’s 

station and Telluride Gravel. You will then pass the Mary E Campground on your 

right and the boulders will come up quickly after that. Look for the trailhead on 

your left and small parking pull-offs on the right. Park along the road at the 

gravel pull-offs.  

 Activities: 

Bouldering: There are a number of large boulders that the kids can explore. For 

the younger kids, the climbing director can set up a top-rope on the boulders. 

The older kids enjoy bouldering on them with a helmet, crash pad and spotter.  

Slacklining: There are lots of sturdy trees by the boulders for setting up a 

slackline.  

 Notes: 

There are small parking pull-offs on the right of the road for parking. Park the 

van there and be aware of kids crossing the street to get to the trailhead on the 

other side. Cars can travel fast on this road. 

There is an old powerline along the road that kids can walk to get to Mary E 

Campground or Church Camp. This avoids kids having to walk along the road if 

you want to change locations without transportation. 



4. Church Camp 

 

Directions + Parking: 

 Turn left onto Illium Road. Travel exactly 2.2 miles and turn right onto Sunshine 

Mesa Road. On your left will be a small parking lot. Park in the small lot and cross 

the road Sunshine Mesa Road to the single track trail. Hike about a quarter mile 

down the trail and there will be a yurt on your right. The Church Camp property 

is to the right of the trail, by the yurt and along the river. 

 

Activities: 

 Camping: Many groups camp at Church Camp. It is close to home, by a river and 

provides plenty of open space to play. Please notify Program Director if you are 

hoping to camp at Church Camp. 

 

 Hiking: Groups can access the Galloping Goose trail from Church Camp or follow 

the single track by Church Camp to the Coal Chutes (a cool, old mining structure 

kids like to explore) or hike about 2 miles to Bilk Creek. 

 

 Biking: Church Camp is a popular spot for bikers. Many groups will end their 

Galloping Goose ride at Church Camp of continue to follow the single track trail 

to the Coal Chutes or to Bilk Creek.  

 

Notes: 

 Please let Program Director know if you are planning to go to Church Camp. 

 

 Please allow kids to play only to the right on the side of the trail the yurt is on. 

The other side is Conservancy land and they do not want our students on it. 

  

 You can camp in the grove between the yurt and the river, or in the open field by 

the river. Do not camp on the other side of the trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Galloping Goose Parking 

Directions + Parking:  

Turn left onto Illium Road. Travel exactly 2.2 miles and turn right onto Sunshine 

Mesa Road. On your left will be a small parking lot.  

Activities: 

This parking lot is a popular spot to pick up kids when shuttling a Galloping 

Goose bike ride. Across Sunshine Mesa Road from the parking lot is a single-track 

trail that takes you to Church Camp, Coal Chutes and Bilk Creek (by bike or foot). 

In addition, attached to the parking lot is an old railroad grade trail that can be 

ridden or hiked to access the section of the Goose that goes from Illium to 

Telluride.  

 

6. Sheep Corrals 

Directions + Parking:  

Turn left onto Illium Road. Travel 4.5 miles down Illium Road and the Sheep 

Corrals will be on your right. There will be a small parking area with an outhouse 

and path to the river. 

Activities: 

Play Time: Kids love playing in the forest and meadow area to the left of the 

parking area. There are good trees for slacklining. There is also access to the river 

and a small rocky beach to play on. 

Forts: This is a very popular spot to build forts!! However, please make sure to 

practice Leave No Trace principals and take down your group’s forts before 

leaving. 

 

7. Illium Boardwalk 

Directions + Parking: 

Turn left onto Illium Road. Travel 6.1 miles down the Illium Road and the 

boardwalk will be on your right. Park along the road. 

Activities: 

Common meeting place for Watershed Education Program workshops. 



Access to the river and play areas.  

Hiking trails that take you along the river and up above the river. 

Raspberry picking during berry season. 

Notes: 

There are some steep drop-offs on the hiking trail. Pay close attention to your 

students. 

 

8. Ames Powerplant 

Directions + Parking: 

Turn left onto Illium Road. Travel 7.2 miles down the Illium Road and there will 

be a turnoff on your right. Take this turn and drive a short distance down to the 

Ames Powerplant. Park in the lot. 

Activities: 

Powerplant tour: There are not always workers at the powerplant but when they 

are, they’re often happy to give the kids a tour. You can’t generally call ahead for 

this but you can ask when you get there. 

Hiking: Near the powerplant are some hiking trails that take you along the river 

and to views of the waterfall. 

Notes: 

There are steep drop-offs along the sides of some of the trails. Pay close 

attention to your students. 

 

*Once you pass the Ames Powerplant turnoff you will hit the end of the Illium Road. At the 

end of Illium Road, you will come to the junction of HWY 145. Go straight across the 

highway to access Ophir, turn right to access Lizard Head/Trout Lake and turn left to head 

back to Telluride.  




